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Mystery Stories

Open the story with a 
beginning.

Include an unknown 
setting or a 

surprise event.

Include a build-up that 
gives hints and clues.

Have a main character 
who is solving 

a mystery.

Make a fan by cutting out each of the pencils below and fastening them 
together with a split pin. 

Use your fan to help you to remember the main features of mystery stories.
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Have a dilemma where 
something goes wrong. This 

could be a red herring.

Include a brief 
resolution which solves 

the mystery.

Include detailed 
descriptions to 

create suspense.

Use dialogue to advance 
the action.
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Use short, snappy 
sentences for effect.
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Add a flashback 
to reveal missing 

information.


