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Key Knowledge
and Skills

Name the seven
continents and locate at
least three continents on
a world map.

Name the five oceans and
locate at least two
oceans on a world map.

Name and locate the four
countries of the United
Kingdom and

their capital cities.

Understand that the UK is
made up of islands
surrounded by seas.

Name and locate the
country they live in.

Name some
characteristics of the four
countries of the UK and
their capital cities.

Use maps to identify the
location of hot and cold
places.

Name and locate some
places in the local area.

Name and locate the
seven continents.

Name and locate the five
oceans.

Name and locate the four
countries of the UK, their
capital cities and
surrounding seas.

Understand that seas are
part of oceans.

Use maps to explain
where they live (world,
continent, UK, local area).

Locate some countries in
Europe using maps
(including online maps).

Use an index to locate
countries and cities in an
atlas.

Name and locate counties
in their region.

Locate key cities and
towns in areas studied
and their region.

Locate significant
volcanoes and
earthquakes on a
world map including
the 'Ring of Fire.

Locate some key human
features in areas studied.

Locate some key physical
features in areas studied.

Identify human, physical
and topographical
characteristics of their
local region.

Identify local and national
land use patterns and
how they have changed
over time.

Locate some countries in
Europe, North America
and South America using
maps (including online
maps).

Locate significant UK and
world rivers on maps.

Locate the world's
different climate zones
(polar, temperate, arid,
tropical, mediterranean,
continental and
mountain).

Locate the Equator,
Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle.

Name and locate counties
in their region and other
countries significant to
the areas studied.

Name and locate key
cities and towns in their
region and in the areas
studied.

Name and locate key
settlements studied and
identify changes in

Locate a wider range of
countries in Europe, North
America and South
America using maps
(including online maps).

Locate key cities and
towns in areas studied
and their region.

Locate significant UK
and world mountains
and mountain ranges
on maps.

Use maps to begin to
spot patterns especially in
relation to climate zones,
biomes, vegetation belts,
time zones, seasons and
day and night. Begin to
understand how these are
changing over time, e.g.
climate change.

Identify important
environmental regions on
a map and begin to
identify how these are
changing over time,
relating this to human
impact on the
environment.

Use maps to locate the
position of latitude,

Confidently locate a wider
range of countries in
Europe, North America
and South America using
maps (including online
maps).

Confidently locate key
cities and towns in areas
studied and their region.

Confidently name and
locate counties in their
region and in areas
studied.

Use maps, more
confidently, to spot
patterns especially in
relation to trade and
natural resources.

Explain changes in these
patterns over time and
begin to understand the
impact of these changes.

Locate significant rivers
and coasts within their
region and beyond and
use these to find patterns
and answer questions.

Identify how key rivers
and coastal areas have
changed over time.




Understanding of Places

Key Knowledge
and Skills

Name some key
similarities and
differences between their
local area and other parts
of the UK.

Name some physical
features that are found in
hot places and cold
places, e.g. deserts,
icebergs, type of plant life
or lack of plant life.

Begin to name and
describe some

Describe some key
similarities and
differences between their
local area and areas in a
contrasting non-
European country.

Begin to explain how
people who live in
contrasting areas might
live differently to people
in the UK.

Begin to understand that
every human experiences

Explain how the physical
and human features of an
area affect the way
people live.

Compare the use of land
in different places.

Understand that every
human experiences
places differently and that
we can't generalise what
life is like in a place.

settlements over time.

Describe and explain the
differences and
similarities between
regions in different
countries.

Explain how the physical
and human features of an
area affect the way
people live and explain
how this might affect
settlements.

Explain how climate and
access to water affects

longitude, Equator,
Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere,
the Tropics of Cancer
and Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic Circle.

Use maps to locate the
Prime/Greenwich
Meridian and time zones.

Explain the significance of
latitude, longitude and
time zones on seasons
and day and night.

Describe and explain the
differences and
similarities between
regions in different
countries. Begin to give
reasons for some of
these differences, linking
them to physical
processes and climate.

Explain how the physical,
human and locational
features of an area affect
the way people live and
explain the impact this

Confidently locate the
position of latitude,
longitude, Equator,
Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle.

Confidently locate the
Prime Meridian
(Greenwich Meridian) and
the different time zones.

Apply knowledge of the
significance of latitude,
longitude and time zones
to the study of specific
places and explain why
they are significant in
those areas.

Describe and explain the
differences and
similarities between
regions in different
countries. Begin to give
reasons for some of
these differences, linking
them to physical
processes, climate and
distribution of natural
resources.

Explain how the physical,
human and locational
features of an area affect




similarities and
differences between their
local area and areas in
other countries around
the world.

Begin to understand that
every human experiences
places in a different way.

places differently and that
we can't generalise what
life is like in a place.

Begin to recognise that
the way people live is
affected by whether or
not they live in a hot or
cold place.

Physical and Human Geography

Key Knowledge
and Skills

Name some types of
weather and describe
typical weather for each
of the four seasons.

Observe and describe
daily weather changes in
their locality.

Ask questions about the
weather and seasons.

Use basic geographical
vocabulary, with more
confidence, to refer to key
physical features in their
locality and beyond. This
could include: beach,
forest, mountain, sea,
river, season and weather.

Use basic geographical
vocabulary, with more

Describe and understand
different types of land
use.

Identify types of land use
in their local area and
beyond.

Identify how land use has
changed over time in their
local area and beyond.

how people live.

Compare rivers in
different places.

Understand that every
human experiences
places differently and
begin to give some
examples of places that
explain this.

Describe and understand
different types of
settlement.

Identify types of
settlement in their region
and beyond.

Identify how settlements
have grown or changed
over time in their local

has on food distribution.

Explain how location,
topography, climate and
access to water affects
how people live.

Compare mountains in
different places.

Understand that every
human experiences
places differently and give
some examples of places
that demonstrate this.

Explain patterns in where
tectonic mountains and
mountain ranges are
located globally and
explain where similar
patterns occur for
volcanoes and
earthquakes.

Describe how different
types of mountain are

the way people live and
explain how this links to
the distribution of natural
resources and trade.

Explain how the location,
topography, climate of
places and the
distribution of natural
resources links to how
people might live
differently to people in the
UK.

Compare the distribution
of natural resources and
trade in different places.

Understand that every
human experiences
places differently and give
examples of places that
demonstrate this. Use
this to begin to challenge
misconceptions about
places.

Explain how rivers and
coasts change over time.

Develop a basic
understanding of the
processes that lead to
coastal erosion.

Explain how human
activity has impacted on
rivers and oceans and




Explain how changes in
activity or clothing might
suit each season.

Understand the difference
between physical and
human features.

Describe some physical
and human features in
their locality.

Use basic geographical
vocabulary to refer to key
physical features in their
locality and beyond. This
could include: beach,
forest, mountain, sea,
river, season and weather.

Use basic geographical
vocabulary to refer to key
human features in their
locality and beyond. This
could include: city, town,
village, factory, farm,
house, port, harbour and
shop.

Describe and locate hot
and cold areas of the
world on a world map.

Locate the Equator and
describe how it relates to
hot and cold areas of the
world.

confidence, to refer to key
human features in their
locality and beyond. This
could include: city, town,
village, factory, farm,
house, port, harbour and
shop.

Describe the human and
physical features of a
coastal locality.

Locate places studied on
a world map using their
location in relation to the
equator to decide if
places are likely to be hot
or cold.

Locate the Equator and
explain how it relates to
hot and cold areas of the
world.

Locate the North and
South Poles and explain
how they relate to hot and
cold areas of the world.

Understand that different
areas in the world
experience different types
of weather and that this is
often because of their
location.

Explain how the
topography and physical
and human features of a
region affects land use.

Ask and answer
questions about land use
in their locality.

Describe how humans
can impact the
environment both
positively and negatively,
using examples.

Understand that the Earth
has distinct layers and
that the Earth's crust is
made up of tectonic
plates.

Describe why volcanoes
and earthquakes occur.

Explain the effects of
volcanoes and
earthquakes.

Describe the impact of
volcanoes and
earthquakes for humans
and the environment.

Explain the patterns
which determine where
volcanoes, earthquakes
and mountains are
located globally.

area and beyond.

Explain how the
topography and physical
and human features of a
region affects where
people choose to settle.

Explain the reasons why a
settlement may have
grown or changed in a
particular place.

Identify some reasons for
migration and temporary
settlements.

Describe the different
stages of the water cycle.

Explain why it is
important to conserve
water and relate this to
climate and human
access to water.

Describe and locate the
key features of a river.

Describe the journey of a
river from source to
mouth.

Understand the difference
between climate zones,
vegetation belts and
biomes.

Describe the
characteristics of the
world's different climate
zones (polar, temperate,
arid, tropical,

formed and give
examples of where some
of these can be found.

Describe and locate the
key features of a
mountain.

Explain how mountains
can affect climate.

Explain some similarities
and differences between
mountain regions.

Understand that climate
can have an impact on
where food crops can
grow successfully.

Give some examples of
where different foods
grow around the world
and explain reasons for
this.

Describe the different
climate zones and
vegetation belts around
the world. Explain the
weather conditions
related to these and the
possible impact this
might have on food
production.

Explain which food is
grown and produced in
your local area.

Explain the impact that
food production can have
on climate change.

devise solutions.

Explain the impacts on
communities of living by
rivers and oceans.

Explain how a range of
natural resources are
distributed globally and
locally and understand
that natural resources can
have an impact on
economies.

Explain the difference
between renewable and
non-renewable energy.
Give examples of how
energy production is
changing, relating this to
climate change.

Explain how the
population has changed
in the UK and globally in
the last 80 years.

Explain the meaning of
the term ‘migration’ and
describe ways that it is
affected by economic
activity and trade.

Recognise the
relationship between the
two, describing ways in
which economic activity
and trade affect
migration.

Understand the difference
between import and
export.




Map Skills

Key Knowledge
and Skills

Know that symbols on
maps mean something.

Name and use the four
points of a simple
compass.

Describe where places in
the local area are on a
map.

Describe and follow
routes using simple
directional language such
as ‘left’, ‘right’, ‘behind’, ‘in
front’ and begin to use
compass points in this
way.

Draw a simple map of the
school or local area using
own symbols.

Recognise local
landmarks and
human/physical features
on aerial photographs or
plans.

Describe places and
routes on a map using
simple compass
directions and locational
and directional language.

Use compass directions
to move around a map.

Use compass directions
to describe places on a
map.

Begin to understand why
a key is useful.

Use an atlas to locate the
UK, its countries, capital
cities and surrounding
seas.

Use world maps to locate
continents and oceans.

Add to a simple map
related to a country
studied, e.g. adding a
capital city on a map of a

Interpret simple land use
maps using a key.

Recognise some
Ordnance Survey (0S)
symbols.

Confidently use the four
compass points and
begin to use the eight
compass points to
describe the location of
the countries and cities of
the UK.

Identify key places and
physical features using an
atlas or map.

Use a map to locate some
of the counties of the UK.

Use maps to locate places
studied in the wider world.

Begin to use maps with
different scales.

mediterranean,
continental and
mountain).

Describe the
characteristics of the
world's different biomes
(aquatic, desert, forest,
grassland and tundra).

Use a wide range of maps
and mapping tools to
research geographical
information.

Use the eight compass
points to describe the
location of countries and
cities in Europe.

Recognise more 0S
symbols.

Use maps and atlases of
a variety of scales to
locate places studied.

Use maps to locate
places studied in the
wider world and relate
location to key locational
knowledge (equator,
climate zones, tropics,
etc.).

More confidently use a
variety of mapping tools
(including atlases, 0OS
maps, digital mapping,

Form and explain their
own opinion about the
fairness of food
production. Give
examples of projects that
aim to make food fairer
for all.

Find information in an
atlas using the index and
simple grid references.

Use a wide range of maps,
including thematic maps,
and mapping tools to
research geographical
information and begin to
select the best tool for the
purpose.

Use a key to describe
features on an OS map.

Use the eight compass
points to describe routes
on amap.

Confidently use four-figure
grid references and begin
to use six-figure grid
references to locate
places on maps.

Use a map to find and
describe mountains of the
UK.

Begin to understand
‘globalisation’ and that the
economies of different
countries are connected.

To understand that all
products have a supply
chain.

Use an atlas to
confidently find
geographical
information and answer
questions.

Use the most
appropriate map,
mapping tool or other
source of geographical
information for the task
including, where
appropriate, selecting an
appropriate scale.
Begin to use thematic
maps to explain
behaviour and
processes.

Regularly apply latitude,
longitude and grid
reference skills in
relation to places
studied.

Confidently use a key to
describe features and
routes on an OS map.




Use a map to follow a
simple route.

Plan a route in the local
area.

country or marking on a
seaside location.

Draw a simple map of a
well-known place, such as
their local area, using
symbols agreed upon as a
class.

Draw a map of a simple
well-known

route, e.g. the journey to
school.

Use a title and a simple
key to label maps.

Begin to draw maps with
some understanding of
scale, e.g. making the
classroom smaller than
the school field.

Recognise landmarks and
human/physical features
on aerial photographs or
plans of wider areas, such
as towns and cities.

Use a variety of mapping
tools, including atlases,
0S maps, digital mapping,
satellite images and
globes.

Begin to use zoom and
scale bars to discuss
distances.

Begin to follow or create
routes on maps with more
accuracy.

Begin to use the key on an
0S map to recognise key
features.

Draw simple sketch maps
using some known
symbols.

Draw a simple sketch map
with a key to show how
land is used, e.g. during
fieldwork.

Create a simple map to
show how land is used,
developing the sketch
map further drawn during
fieldwork activities.

Draw maps with some
understanding of scale,
e.g. starting to estimate
the size of a building in
relation to other buildings
or the relative length of a
road.

satellite images and
globes).

Begin to use zoom and
scale bars to estimate
distances.

Follow routes on maps
with more accuracy.

Use the key on an OS map
to recognise some key
features.

Draw simple sketch maps
using more known
symbols.

Record fieldwork more
accurately using simple
sketch maps.

Begin to use four-figure
grid references to locate
places on maps.

Draw maps with more
understanding of scale,
e.g. more accurately
estimating the size of
buildings in relation to one
another.

Use maps, atlases and
models to locate, explain
and understand areas of
high ground in the UK
including the use of
contour lines.

Use maps to locate places
studied in the wider world
and relate location to key
locational knowledge
(equator, climate zones,
tropics, etc.), drawing
conclusions about how
the location affects
places.

Confidently use a variety
of mapping tools
including atlases, 0S
maps, digital mapping,
satellite images and
globes.

Confidently use maps and
atlases of a variety of
scales to locate places
studied.

Begin to use zoom and
scale bars to estimate
and compare distances.

Use the key on an OS map
to recognise more
geographical features.

Use digital maps to
calculate food miles.

Use latitude and longitude
to find places on maps,

Confidently use the eight
compass points and six-
figure grid references to
locate places on maps
accurately.

Use maps, atlases and
models to compare
distribution and identify
patterns.

Use maps to ask and
answer questions about
the distribution and
relationships between
different features, e.g.
the distribution of
natural resources in
relation to physical
features.

Confidently use zoom
tools to choose
appropriate scales and
use scale bars to
estimate and compare
distances.

Confidently use the key
on an OS map to
recognise many key
features.

Draw maps of increasing
complexity, including
using known symbols
and a key.

Record fieldwork using
more complex sketch
maps.




Fieldwork

Key Knowledge
and Skills

Ask Questions - ask more
detailed questions about
the local area and beyond.

Observe - record simple
information about places
through sketches, models
or pictograms.

Observe - begin to identify
familiar physical and
human features in the
school grounds and local
area.

Ask Questions - ask more
detailed questions about

the local area and beyond.

Discuss ways that they
might find out the
answers to their
questions.

Observe - identify key
physical and human
features in the school
grounds and local area.

Collect data - collect

Ask Questions - begin to
choose suitable enquiry
questions around a given
topic.

Plan - begin to decide on
different ways to answer
an enquiry question and
collect data with some
support.

Observe - identify, name
and record key physical
and human features in the

Ask Questions - choose
suitable enquiry questions
around a given topic.

Plan - begin to decide on
different ways to answer
an enquiry question and
give ideas on the data that
could be collected.

Observe - identify, name
and record key physical
and human features in the
school grounds, local area

atlases and globes.

Begin to ask and answer
questions about
distribution and the
relationships between
features using maps, e.g.
distribution of agriculture
and climate.

Record fieldwork using
more developed sketch
maps.

Use OS symbols to create
a key when creating a
map.

Draw maps by confidently
estimating scale, e.g.
buildings are drawn at an
appropriate size in
relation to each other.

Ask Questions - choose
suitable enquiry questions
around a given topic and
begin to develop
comparative questions.

Plan - consider different
ways to answer an
enquiry question and
begin to choose the most
suitable ways of
collecting data.

Observe - identify, name

Begin to use scale when
drawing a map.

Ask Questions -
independently choose
suitable comparative
enquiry questions
around a given topic.

Plan - consider different
ways to answer an
enquiry question and
choose the most
suitable ways of
collecting data.

Observe - confidently




Collect data - collect

simple data (daily weather
information, photographs,
etc.) to answer questions.

Present - explain the
answer to a question and
discuss how they feel
about places.

simple data to answer
enquiry questions (tally
charts, simple surveys,
sketch maps,
photographs, audio
recordings, etc.).

Collect data - record
simple information about
places through sketch
maps, models or simple
graphs.

Present - explain the
answer to an enquiry
question and how they
know it is true.

Present - discuss how
they feel about what they
have found out during an

enquiry.

school grounds, local area
and beyond.

Record - use simple
methods to record data,
such as tables, sketch
maps, digital photographs
and audio recordings.

Analyse - spot simple
patterns in their local
area, e.g. common types
of land use.

Present - explain the
answer to an enquiry
question and, with
support, show the data to
provide evidence.

Present - discuss
improvements and
changes that could be
made from their findings.

Present - present data in
simple graphs/ charts
with short explanations
and conclusions.

and beyond, noticing
patterns in their locations
or usage.

Collect data - choose
between methods of
collecting data: including
numerical (quantitative)
data, such as recorded
measurements, surveys
and tally charts; and non-
numerical (qualitative)
data, such as sketch
maps, photographs and
observations.

Record - use simple
methods with more
independence to record
data, such as tables,
sketch maps, digital
photographs and audio
recordings.

Record - devise their own
survey questions,
including using simple
scales to categorise
responses (e.g.
for/against,
agree/strongly, agree,
etc.) and use scales to
categorise their own
opinions about places.

Analyse - spot simple
patterns in data collected
and use these to draw
simple conclusions (e.g.
more people live in
houses than bungalows or
there are more cars than
driveways).

and record key physical

and human features in the
local area and beyond and
begin to use patterns in

their locations or usage to
make generalisations and
answer enquiry questions.

Collect data - choose
between ways of
collecting data including
both numerical
(quantitative) data, such
as recorded
measurements, surveys
and tally charts; and non-
numerical (qualitative)
data, such as sketch
maps, photographs and
different types of survey
questions.

Record - more
independently choose
how to record and present
data using methods such
as tables, sketch maps,
digital photographs and
audio recordings,
including GIS systems
where appropriate.

Record - devise and carry
out their own survey
questions, thinking about
which questions and
scales are most
appropriate to answer
their question.

Analyse - begin to
compare data to see if
different sets draw the

identify, name and
record key physical and
human features in the
local area and beyond.
Identify patterns in their
locations or usage to
make generalisations
and answer enquiry
questions.

Collect data - decide on
the most appropriate
ways of collecting data,
including both numerical
(quantitative) and non-
numerical (qualitative)
data, to answer a
comparative question.

Record - independently
choose how to record
and present data using
methods such as tables,
sketch maps, digital
photographs and audio
recordings, including GIS
systems where
appropriate.

Record - devise and
carry out their own
surveys, thinking about
which questions and
scales are most
appropriate to answer
their question and how
they can gather a wide
data set.

Analyse - more
independently compare
data to see if different
sets draw the same




Present - explain the
answer to an enquiry
question and show the

data to provide evidence.

Present - suggest
improvements and
changes that could be

made from their findings.

Present - present data in
graphs with longer
explanations and
conclusions.

same conclusions, e.g.
‘How does data collection
about local food
production compare with
data about national food
production?

Present - explain the
answer to a comparative
enquiry question and
begin to show the data to
provide evidence.

Present - begin to decide
the best way to
communicate proposed
improvements and
changes that could be
made from their findings.

Present - choose the best
method to display their
results and discuss
explanations and
conclusions.

conclusions, e.g. ‘How
does data collection
about local flooding
compare with national
data?

Present - explain the
answer to a comparative
enquiry question and
show the data that
provides evidence.

Present - decide the best
way to communicate
proposed improvements
and changes that could
be made from their
findings and give
reasons for their
choices.

Present - choose graphs
and charts which will
best display their results
and write comparative
explanations and
conclusions that take
into account a range of
peoplée’s views.




