
                      Our Lady and St Joseph Primary School  

                                Teaching of Phonics Policy  

 

1. Our Vision - Intention 

At Our Lady and St Joseph we want every child to be successful, 
fluent readers and writers by the end of Key Stage One and we 
believe that this is achievable through a combination of strong, high 
quality, discrete phonics teaching combined with regular, daily 
opportunities for developing reading skills. The teaching of phonics is 
a key strategy that is used to help our children to read, write and spell.  

2. Teaching Approach - Implementation 

At Our Lady and St Joseph School we were one of the first schools in 
the country to formally teach Phonics in a systematic was as part of an 
Education Action Zone. We pioneered along with some partner 
Hackney schools Read, Write Inc by Ruth Miskin. A few years later we 
moved to a more flexible scheme as we have always had outstanding 
practitioners. We now use as our Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
Programme - Floppy’s Phonics and the resources and books from the 
Oxford Reading Tree series. We introduce many early children’s 
characters. Particularly  the legendary Kipper, Biff, Chip and of course 
Floppy. 

 



At Our Lady and St Joseph we follow the six phases of Letters and 
Sounds: Principles and Practice of High Quality Phonics across the 
EYFS and Key Stage One phases. This guidance is supported with 

the use of Letter and Sounds resources. Planning for phonics is 

separate from the English planning and is recorded on the school’s 
phonics planning format. It should be based on the needs of the 
children and show clear differentiation. Phonics is taught through 
discrete phonic sessions, regular reading and writing sessions and 
through embedding the phonics by linking it with other curriculum 
subjects throughout the school day.  

Teachers use assessment for learning and the Letters and Sounds 
end of phase assessments to track and review children’s progress. 
Assessments also inform teachers of targeted intervention sessions 
that may be needed for those children who struggle with the learning 
of phonics.  

3. Progression - Implementation 

Children will progress through the six phases of Letters and Sounds. 
See Floppy’s  Letters and Sounds Progression at the end Appendix 1.  

We begin with Phases one if required in Reception. By the end of the 
Summer Term, Reception children should be familiar up to the end of 
Phase three. By the end of Year 2, children should be proficient in 
their phonics knowledge and have completed Phase six of Letters and 
Sounds. Children in Year 2 who did not meet the required standard for 
phonics and need more work on ‘decoding’ and ‘blending’ skills, will 
have opportunities to practice this using daily phonics sessions. 
Children in Year 3 and older who need further phonic intervention 
work will do so through targeted interventions.  

4. Timetabling - Implementation 

Discrete phonics sessions in class will be timetabled and taught daily 
from Nursery through to Year 2. The expectation is that phonics is 
taught for a minimum of 10 -15 minutes in Nursery, 15 – 25 minutes in 
Reception, 25 – 30 minutes in Years 1 and 2.  



5. Outcomes and Phonics Check - Impact 

Our outcomes are among the highest in the country for the Phonics 
spelling check at the end of Year 1. This is particularly the case for our 
Disadvantaged pupils including boys.  

School results in green, national in black. 

 

We have received national recognition for our outcomes and have 
been invited to be a Beacon / Teaching school for our impact. 

We have high aspirations and expect all our pupils to pass this check 
unless they have an EHCP plan that means they cannot meaningfully 
access the test..  

 

6. Expectations for Home Learning  

Across the EYFS and Key Stage One classes, parents are 
encouraged to read daily with their child and sign and comment in 
their home reading record. Children receive two Oxford Reading Tree 
books a week, appropriate to their phonics stage. Regular reading at 
home should enable the children to use segmenting and blending 
techniques learnt in phonics sessions.  

 

Appendix 1.  

Floppy’s Phonics Teaching Progression  

These chart shows the systematic way Oxford Reading Tree 
resources help to build reading progress through phonics 
sounds and letters.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 

 

Appendix 2.  

Rt Hon. Nick Gibb  

Standards Minister Phonics November 2019 

 
http://www.olsjschool.net/website/rt_hon_nick_gibb_standards_minister_phonics_november
_2019_letter/433167 
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