
Disclaimer
We hope you find the information on our website and our resources useful. 
This story has been created to help children consolidate their recognition of 
phase 3 sounds. Please be aware that, in order to create a story, it may also 
contain tricky words from phases 2, 3 and 4. Please also note that some 
stories contain features of writing introduced in year 1, such as the suffixes 
-ed and -ing and common exception words. We recommend you familiarise 
your students with these elements before allowing them to read the texts 
independently.



The Mermaid in the River

In the north, was a town. Perth 
was the town.

 In Perth, was a river. The river 
was long and led to a rock pool. 

One day, in the winter, a man ran 
from the rock pool. 

He had seen a monster. A monster 
with long hair and a tail. Her tail 
had greener fins than he had ever 
seen! Bernard did not go back to 

the rock pool. 

After a number of weeks, Bernard’s 
sister, Fern, went to see the 

monster. 

She went past the corner of the 
rock pool. A mermaid was next 
to a rock. She had a ring on her 

finger. She put herself on the rock. 
It was not a monster. It was a 

mermaid.


